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Module Aims  

This module aims to develop your knowledge and understanding of research methods. The 
module will explore qualitative and quantitative methods and techniques, instrument design, 
data collection and analysis.  The module aims to give you opportunities design your own piece 
of research from initial research question to research design, data collection (including 
designing instruments) and data analysis techniques and methods. 
 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 
Justify a topic for a small-scale research project relating to a 
specific research problem. 

K1 K5 

K6  

  

2 
Review a range of literature and peer-reviewed research 

relating to the chosen topic. 

K4 K5 

K6  

  

3 

 

Review, critically the advantages and disadvantages of various 
approaches to research design, data collection tools and the 
philosophies which underpin such approaches. 

 

K1 K3 

K6 K7 

  

4 

  

Identify how the data collected may be analysed and ethical 
issues considered. 

K1 K4 

K5 K6 

K10  

  

  

Transferable skills and other attributes 

 Research skills 

 Independent work 

 Self-management  

 Independent thinking 



   
 

 Time management 
 

 

Derogations  

None 

 

Assessment:  

Indicative Assessment Tasks:  

 
Assessment One: Research proposal 
 
Present a research proposal which could lead to a small and realistic research study relating 
to a specific research problem.  The proposal should include the following: 

 Rationale for carrying out the study 

 Research question(s) or hypothesis 

 Brief literature review 

 Proposed methods, including the underpinning philosophy for the research design  

 An evaluation of at least two primary research tools 

 Review of how data may be analysed 

 A critical discussion of any ethical issues to be considered  
 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 1-4 Research Proposal 100%  3,000 
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

 
A variety of learning and teaching strategies will be used, including lectures and workshops, 
observation, group and individual tutorials, directed study tasks (may be individual or 
collaborative group tasks).  
 
  

 

Syllabus outline: 

 

 Interpretivist and Positivist research paradigms (i.e. qualitative and quantitative 
research) 

 Research methodologies 

 The advantages and disadvantages of different data collection instruments  

 Values and ethics in research 

 Ensuring validity and reliability in research – piloting research methods 

 Choosing sample survey populations 

 Constraints in survey design 

 Basic statistical procedures and SPSS 

 Data presentation 



   
 

 Data analysis 
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